IV

THE  CONSTITUTIONAL   EXPERIMENT

('1399-1461)

THE indictment against Richard II, as drawn up
by the Parliament, declared that he had forfeited
the throne through his misgovernment, which had
rendered him unfit for his position, and though the
Duke of Lancaster " challenged" the crown and
asserted his hereditary right, he really ascended the
throne by the will of Parliament. Asserting its
ancient privilege as the constitutional heir of the
Witenagemot and of the National Council, that body
declared the most suitable member of the royal house
to be king. The hereditary heir was undoubtedly
the Earl of March, but he was a child, and the
representatives of the nation therefore passed him
over in favour of Henry, a man of full age, of ex-
perience, and the next prince of the blood. It was in
vain that the new king asserted his superior right, and
invented or repeated current fictions to sustain it.1

1 Henry alleged the story that Edmund of Lancaster was the eldei
brother of Edward I., and that, as his representative, he had a prior
claim to the throne.
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